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 Religious life in Africa is vibrant.  African religious communities contribute significant 

social benefits.  They can also bring social challenges.  This dichotomy raises important 

questions about how states should interact with religious organizations, and how best to structure 

the laws that regulate and facilitate these key social institutions.  Many African countries have 

enacted, or are currently considering, new religious association laws, taking into account their 

distinctive histories and cultural experiences. 

 

This conference presents exciting opportunities for those working in this field to learn 

from each other and to contribute to the body of scholarship (and proposed law reforms) 

addressing the significant legal issues, as well as the related political, social and economic issues, 

that must be understood to reach optimal solutions for African religious association laws.  

 

 Religious association laws confer legal personality on religious communities and provide 

the legal tools needed for religious communities to, among other things: 

 interact with a country’s legal environment; 

 rent or acquire property; 

 hire personnel; 

 protect their legal rights; and 

 establish dialogue with state officials.   

Religious association law contributes significantly to a country’s religious freedom (or the lack 

of it).  At the global level, major strides have been made over the past decades in developing 

guidelines for appropriate religious associations laws.  See, e.g.,  OSCE Office for Democratic 

Institutions and Human Rights, Guidelines on the Legal Personality of Religious or Belief 

Communities (Warsaw, 2014), available at http://www.osce.org/odihr/139046.   

 

 This conference will address these issues in Africa.  Government officials responsible for 

religious association laws in their countries will be invited, together with academic and other 

experts.  Those attending will be invited to speak on panels addressing salient issues and sharing 

experiences and best practices from their respective countries.  Beyond the conference itself, the 

conference aims to support and extend the pan-African network of religion law experts, building 

on relationships already established by the various sponsoring organizations.  For further 

information, contact ReligRegConf@aclars.org.  
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